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METHOD OF CALCULATING SORTING COSTS FOR-G44ARG6BACK 

^.^ccoujsmwe-FOR AN incoming mail sorting apparatus 



ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

This invention overcomes the disadvantages of the prior art by providing a 

5 method of calculating sorting costs for incoming mail. The foregoing is 
accomplished by providing a method that can determine thej iumber and types of 
mailpieces being sorted and associated that number with addressee information. 
The combination of the ^number and types of mailpieces being sorted for the 
addressees can then be used to calculated a ^charge back fl mounrby using a 

10 predetermined cost per mailpiece. Thus, the present invention is directed to, in a 
general aspect, a method of ^calculating sorting costs f or an incoming mail sorting 
apparatus having a database of addressees for use in sorting incoming 
mailpieces comprising the steps of: collecting information about each one of a 
plurality of mailpieces sorted using the incoming mail sorting apparatus, the 

15 information used to determine a type of mailpiece for each one of the plurality of 
mailpieces; determining the type of mailpiece using the information collected; and 
associating the information about each one of the plurality of mailpieces sorted 
using the incoming mail sorting apparatus with addressee information from the 
database of addressees; calculating a piece count for each mailpiece for each 

20 addressee; and calculating a charge back amount from the piece count and a 
predetermined cost. 
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Amendments to the Claims 



j^T^currently amended): A method of calculating sorting costs for an incoming mail sorting 
^pparatus)iaving a database of addressees for use in sorting incoming mailpieces comprising the 
steps of: 

a) collecting information about each one of a plurality of mailpieces sorted using the 
incoming mail sorting apparatus, the information used to determine a Jype of mailpiece and 
addressee information for each one of the plurality of mailpieces; 

b) determining thejtype of mailpiece using the information collected in step a); 

c) associating the information about each one of the plurality of mailpieces sorted 
using the incoming mail sorting apparatus with aj^r£s§ge a information from the database of 
addressees; 

d) storing a piece countfor each one of the plurality of mailpieces sorted using the 
incoming mail sorting apparatus, the piece count stored in association with corresponding 
addressee information from the database of addressees and said determined typ e of mailpiece in 
the incoming mail sorting apparatus; and 

e) calculating incoming sorting cost information using the piece count stored in 
association with the corresponding addressee and a predetermined unit pric e for each type o f 
mailpiece . 



(original): The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the information about each one of the 
plurality of mailpieces comprises a type of mailpiece selected from the group consisting of: a 
letter, a flat and a postcard. 

f 

^T)(original): The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the information about each one of the 
plurality of mailpieces comprises a type of addressee information selected from the group 
consisting of: hand print, hand script, interoffice and interoffice form. 
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